University of Maryland Pediatric Residents – Class of 2021
Laura Barbour, D.O.
Medical School: Edward Via College of Osteopathic Medicine
I was born in Frederick, MD and grew up on a horse farm in Washington County, MD.
I attended McDaniel College, majoring in Neuroscience, and I worked as a Veterinary
Technician through college and beyond. I then moved to Blacksburg, VA to attend the
Edward Via Virginia College of Osteopathic Medicine(VCOM). During medical
school, I was able to travel to Tegucigalpa, Honduras and San Salvador, El Salvador for medical mission
trips, which is where I discovered my love for pediatrics. I am happy to be back in Maryland, and hope
to find a career in primary care pediatrics!
In my spare time, I am an active horse rider, and currently have an Arabian/Quarter Horse mare that I
am training. I ride in the English style and have competed internationally in Equestrian Mounted Games
in Australia, France, New Zealand, and Wales. When not riding horses, I also enjoy hiking, reading and
skiing!
Megan Chang, M.D.
Medical School: University of Texas Southwestern Medical School
I was born and raised in San Diego, California but then moved to Houston, Texas when
I was twelve. I went to Rice University (go owls!) and majored in English and
Biological sciences. I’ve thought about a career in pediatrics since elementary school- I
even put pediatrician as my future job in my 6th grade yearbook. However, it wasn’t
until medical school at UT Southwestern when I discovered that I loved pediatrics while attending a
conference here in Baltimore. After my visit, I decided I wanted to come back for residency! In my free
time, I enjoy trying new restaurants, hanging out with my pet cat named Cat, traveling around the world,
and weightlifting.
Urania Dagalakis, M.D.
Medical School: Albany Medical College
I was born in Washington D.C. but lived for a few years as well as frequently traveled
to Greece throughout my life to visit my Big Fat Greek family. When I was in the
states I grew up in Potomac, MD which contributed to my love of all D.C. sports
teams (Go Caps!!). I decided to venture down south to Atlanta to go to college at
Emory University and double major in Political Science and Neuroscience as well as be pre-med. I
returned to the DMV to complete an IRTA research fellowship at NIH as well as a Masters in
Physiology and Biophysics at Georgetown University. After which I got to travel up north and
experience the bracing winters of upstate New York while attending medical school at Albany Medical
College. I’m thrilled to be back in my home state of Maryland for my dream job in pediatrics and have
the opportunity to live and work in Baltimore. In my sporadic free time in addition to eating soft shell
crabs as well as lots of feta and baklava I enjoy cooking with my husband and family, being active in the

great outdoors, watching and sometimes even participating in organized sports. I’m so excited to be a
part of the UMMC pediatrics family.
Brandon Dudeck, M.D.
Medical School: Penn State University College of Medicine
I was born and raised in the small of Hazleton on the western side of the Pocono
Mountains in PA. I did not venture far for undergrad going to a small school named
Wilkes University to major in Biology. By chance this is the neighboring town to
Scranton (home of “The Office” and Michael Scott). I then ventured south to Penn
State (WE ARE…) for medical school which is located in Hershey, PA and smells like chocolate if the
wind blows in the right direction. I am excited to venture down I-83 to start my residency in the heart of
Baltimore at the University of Maryland!
Outside of the hospital I enjoy spending time with friends and family, which is likely at the Jersey
Shore. I love watching Penn State football along with every Philly’s sports team but am excited to start
following the hometown O’s. To get fresh air, I enjoy playing golf, but my drive, short game, and
putting need work.
Emily Griffing, M.D.
Medical School: Georgetown University School of Medicine
I hail from St. Louis, MO, better known as "the Lou" to locals. After attending college
at the University of Chicago, I moved back home to St. Louis to spend a year working
with AmeriCorps at a Federally Qualified Health center in the pediatric clinic. I
realized then that I loved spending time with children and watching them grow and
learn so much over just a year. I moved to Washington, D.C. to complete a master's in physiology at
Georgetown University. I stayed at Georgetown for medical school. I made a few trips up to the
Baltimore harbor during medical school and fell in love with the delicious food and charming people! I
did an away rotation at the University of Maryland in the pediatric department and found that this
department had everything I was looking for in a residency program - friendly, supportive residents and
staff, as well as the academic rigor of a large university. I am so grateful and happy to be back for
residency! In my free time, I enjoy hiking and biking the many nature trails surrounding Baltimore, as
well as baking and trying new cuisines!
Minna Leydorf, M.D.
Medical School: University of Maryland School of Medicine
I grew up in Annapolis, not too far from Baltimore, and have always considered
Maryland my home. For undergrad, I attended the College of William and Mary in
Virginia and graduated with a double major in Biology and English Literature. I
attended medical school at the University of Maryland, and am thrilled to stay for
residency. In my free time, I enjoy running, reading good books, and attempting to teach myself how to
play the banjo. I love to travel, and have studied abroad at the University of Cambridge in undergrad, in
addition to traveling to Cameroon for an international rotation during medical school. After finishing
residency, I plan to subspecialize within pediatrics, but regardless of specialty, I am so excited to take
care of kids!

Samantha Lin, M.D.
Medical School: University of South Alabama College of Medicine
I grew up in Birmingham, AL and got my undergraduate degree in chemistry at the
University of Maryland. I then got my master’s degree in Physiology and Biophysics at
Georgetown University and returned to Alabama to attend medical school at the
University of South Alabama College of Medicine in Mobile. I have a twin sister who
lives just outside Baltimore and am so excited to return to the DMV area to train close to family and
friends. I found a love for pediatrics in my 3rd year of medical school and hope to stay in an academichospital setting after residency. In my spare time, I love rooting for my sports teams, watching movies,
and attending live sporting events & concerts.
Gloribel Olexa, M.D.
Medical School: University of Maryland School of Medicine
I grew up in Silver Spring, MD, just outside of DC, and had a successful babysitting
career as a teenager, which is where I realized I really enjoy working with children. I
went to University of MD, College Park for undergrad where I majored in Global
Health Policy. During undergrad, I studied abroad in India studying public health and
volunteered at free clinics in Costa Rica and Nicaragua. These experiences deepened my desire to
become a pediatrician in order to help children in need. I love to travel all around the world, but MD is
home! After four years at the University of Maryland School of Medicine, Baltimore became a second
home to me, and I was so happy to couples match with my husband here for my Pediatrics residency!
I love running along the Inner Harbor for the water views, going to yoga sculpt class at CorePower,
going to concerts, and going out to eat in Baltimore. To give back to my community, my corgi Scooter
and I volunteer with Pets on Wheels, a pet therapy organization in Maryland. I am excited to work in the
hospital I trained in and have more time in Baltimore to eat at all the restaurants I didn’t get to as a med
student!
Joseph Riffe, M.D.
Medical School: University of Toledo College of Medicine and Life Sciences
I’m from Bexley, Ohio, a small town just outside of Columbus. I took a very nontraditional route to becoming a doctor. In the past, I’ve studied business administration
at Ohio State, toured extensively in a punk band, opened a restaurant, and travelled to a
bunch of countries. In my spare time, I’m usually binge-watching TV shows, trying
new restaurants, and exploring Baltimore with my wonderful wife.
Sahar Romem, M.D.
Medical School: Ben-Gurion University of the Negev Medical School for International
Health
I was born in Israel and grew up there until the age of 7 at which point I moved to
Maryland with my parents and younger sister. I attended the University of Maryland,
College Park for undergrad and majored in chemistry. After undergrad I returned to
Israel and completed my military service in the IDF as a tank instructor. I then attended medical school
at the Medical School for International Health at Ben Gurion University in Israel. I am so excited to be
back at Maryland for my residency! Outside of work I enjoy cooking and baking, hiking, skiing,

reading, and movies. I am excited to explore the food scene in Baltimore and check out all the
bookstores around the city.
David Sayre, M.D.
Medical School: University of Maryland School of Medicine
I was born and raised in Columbia, MD and attended University of Maryland, College
Park for degrees in Biochemistry and Physiology/Neurobiology. After graduating, I
moved to Baltimore and attended University of Maryland School of Medicine. I have
absolutely fallen in love with Baltimore and love finding new places to grab a drink and
a bite. My fiancé, Sam, and I live in a row house in Canton with our incredibly cute dog named Honey.
My mother, a nurse of over 30 years, inspired me to become a physician and my older brother helped
paved the way, becoming a doctor three years before me. When not working in the hospital I thoroughly
enjoy cooking at home for friends and family, hiking and camping and spending ample time on the
couch watching Netflix and Jeopardy. I have been interested in primary care and particularly
preventative care since starting medical school. I have truly loved working with children and look
forward to learning from my co-residents, attendings, students, patients and their families for many
years to come.
Shubha Singh, M.D.
Medical School: University of North Dakota School of Medicine
I was born in New Zealand and grew up mostly in Fargo, North Dakota. Ya, You
Betcha Fargo like the movie. I attended Macalester College in St. Paul, Minnesota and
graduated with a B.A. in biology with a concentration in Community & Global Health.
After college I had a research fellowship at National Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences in North Carolina. I eventually found my way back to North Dakota and attended medical
school. Pediatrics was my last rotation during my 3rd year. I found myself more curious about topics in
pediatrics than any other in medicine. I can vividly remember the moment I realized I was going to be a
pediatrician as I walked out of a patients’ hospital room early one morning, which is one of the best
moments of my life. I have an interest in medical student education and hospital based medicine. I am
excited to see how my pediatric career unfolds.
Outside of medicine I enjoy traveling and experiencing other cultures. Since this career path does not
allow for regular travel I keep myself satisfied by cooking food from different countries and trying to
learn about other cultures. I enjoy reading biographies about awesome people who do awesome things,
like RBG, and autobiographies written by comedians. I am looking forward to taking every opportunity
to explore and get to know the wonderful people of Baltimore.
Rebka Tekeste, M.D.
Medical School: University of Maryland School of Medicine
I was born in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and moved to the United States at the age of 10
with my parents, two older brothers and one younger sister. I spent the next 8 years in
Silver Spring, MD then moved to Baltimore, MD to attend Johns Hopkins University
where I studied Molecular and Cellular Biology. I attended University of Maryland for
medical school and loved my experience so much that I decided to stay for residency.

I absolutely love working with children and their families, so pediatrics is the best fit for me - I cannot
see myself doing anything else. I am very excited to spend the next three years training at University of
Maryland and look forward to pursuing a career in primary care.
I have a wonderful husband, Temesgen, and two beautiful children, 2-year-old Nathaniel and 4-monthold Grace. In my free time I enjoy taking walks with my family, reading with my kids, cooking, and
going to church.

