
Lung Cancer 

Janaki Deepak (jadeepak@som.umaryland.edu): Dr. Deepak’s clinical research focuses on lung 
nodule evaluation, lung cancer screening and tobacco health. Dr. Deepak's areas of research 
interests are Lung cancer, and COPD. She is the director of the VA lung mass clinic. She has 
looked at the outcomes of COPD patients with early and late-stage lung cancer and role of the 
pulmonologist in improving stage specific treatment and in overall survival.  She is in the process 
of evaluating racial and socioeconomic differences in the outcomes of veterans who are seen in 
a dedicated lung mass clinic, in regard to time to diagnosis and treatment and overall survival. 
She is interested in lung cancer screening and in helping further define the high-risk populations 
for lung cancer by evaluating the genetic profiles in addition to the clinical characteristics. She is 
currently working with DR Mann and Dr. Jiang in an NCI cooperative project of looking at genetic 
profiles of patients with lung nodules found on their screening CT for lung cancer. This will help 
differentiate those who are at higher risk for developing lung cancer. She is also working on 
evaluating lung cancer outcomes in the female veteran population.  

In addition, she is working on creating a lung nodule curriculum for the fellows which includes 
asynchronous learning through web-based video presentations, in person didactics and includes 
a pre and post Qualtrics survey.  

She has also studied use of web-based videos of Tobacco Health curriculum on pulmonary 
fellows and is working to expand this for the internal medicine residents.  

She is the local site PI in the Baltimore VAMC for the Lung Cancer Precision Oncology Program 
and the Veterans Affairs Lung Cancer Surgery Or Stereotactic Radiotherapy (VALOR) study. 
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Feng Jiang (FJiang@som.umaryland.edu): The Jiang lab focuses on identifying and 

charactering molecular genetic changes that occur in lung cancer, understanding the complex 

functional networks underlying tumorigenesis, translating the new discovers to laboratory settings 

that can advance health care of lung cancer patients, and developing biomarkers for lung cancer 

early detection and diagnosis. 
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