
When Fran Kirley founded 
Nexion Health, a company that 
provides skilled nursing and 
rehabilitative care on 38 campuses 
in Colorado, Louisiana and Texas, 
he had one mission in mind—to 
provide quality of care that would 
enhance quality of life. Fourteen 
years after the founding of Nexion 
Health, Kirley’s mission is still 
front and center. It seems all the 
more fitting that when he needed 
hip surgery in December 2013, 
he would seek out David Dalury, 
MD and chief of Orthopaedics at 
UM St. Joseph Medical Center. 

Dr. Dalury essentially shares 
Kirley’s mission. “Improving 
quality of life for the long 
term is a singular goal of 
mine,” says Dalury. 

Kirley has expanded on his 
mission of service to the residents 
served by Nexion Health to 
include helping others. He is 
especially cognizant of the needs 
of his own employees, from giving 
over $150,000 to his Nexion 
staff based in Louisiana when 
Hurricane Katrina struck, to 
covering the cost of an employee’s 
funeral expenses for his mother. 

“I see my role at Nexion as 
‘Chief Cultural Officer,’ he says 
with a smile. “I want to create 
a culture that breeds success. 
Honesty, integrity and quality 
are my touchstones.” Kirley 

strongly believes in ‘paying it 
forward.’ “When you have been 
blessed with success, I feel it’s 
important to help others. I had 
great mentors in my life growing 
up. They were simply good 
people who cared about me.”

For a man who not only runs a 
large company but also spends 
a tremendous amount of time 
working for his community, 
Kirley didn’t have a lot of time 
to be recuperating after hip 
replacement. “I had surgery 
on Tuesday, rehab started 
Wednesday prior to discharge 
and I was back at work on Friday. 
After two weeks of outpatient 
therapy, the entire process was 
an extremely positive experience 
for me. I was feeling stronger 
and knew I could improve each 
and every day going forward.”

Kirley credits his many years in 
the health care field for being 
able to recognize exceptional 
quality of care. “I know a great 
physician when I meet one and 
Dr. Dalury certainly fits the 
bill. The care that I received at 
UM St. Joseph Medical Center 
parallels the care that I strive 
for at Nexion Health. Providing 
excellent health care is essential 
to defining how we function 
as a compassionate society.”
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