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Neurosurgery team members from left to right: Surgical Nurse Thomas Busch, RN, Surgical First Assistant Wendy Towers, CRNP, Dr. Khalid Kurtom, Neurosurgical
Team Lead Tyler Gogoll, RN, and Surgical Equipment Specialist Steve Lykudis.
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Easton neurosurgery team heads to Honduras
By CANDICE SPECTOR
cspector@chespub.com

EASTON — Access to some of
the best neurosurgical specialists in the world is a privilege
many Americans take for granted — but Dr. Khalid Kur tom, an
Easton-based neurosurgeon, said
he always knew he would deploy
his neurosurgical exper tise overseas.
Kur tom, alongside his neuro-

surger y team, is heading on his
second mission trip abroad, in
Januar y 2020, to ser ve people in
the Central American countr y of
Honduras, where resources for
neurological medicine are scarce.
“Here, we are all for tunate to
have the health care resources
we do, and sometimes it is easy
to take that for granted,” Kur tom
said. “(Most) places in the world
have limited access to advanced
health care, and most have no ac-

cess to neurosurgical care.
“Traveling on a mission to one
of those places in dire need and
providing neurosurgical care is
considered a miracle for the people we help,” he said.
Kur tom’s team, which is comprised of Surgical First Assistant
Wendy Towers, CRNP; Neurosurgical Team Lead Tyler Gogoll,
RN; Surgical Nurse Thomas
Busch, RN; Surgical Technologist Rober t Brault; and Surgical

Equipment Specialist Steve L ykudis, will treat a variety of spinal
conditions through minimally
invasive procedures during the
one-week trip.
Among the neurosurgical cases
the crew will tackle are degenerative or herniated disc disorders,
lumbar spinal stenosis, instability of the spine and compression
See HONDURAS
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Maryland State
Police CRASH
Team continues
investigation
into fatal crash

Discover Easton to host
inaugural Chesapeake
Fire and Ice Festival
By CANDICE SPECTOR
cspector@chespub.com

EASTON — The town of Easton soon will be lined with giant ice sculptures and fire performances during its inaugural Chesapeake Fire & Ice Festival, scheduled for Feb. 14
through 16, in the downtown area.
The free-admission event, hosted by Discover Easton, will
feature an ice skating rink, live ice carvings, live music, fire
spinning, family entertainment, a light display and a selfguided tour of 25 to 35 ice sculptures that will be placed
throughout commercial downtown.
Ross Benincasa, director of Discover Easton, described
the event to the Easton Town Council on Monday, Dec. 2.
He said a temporary ice skating rink, which will be erected
on the grounds of The Bullitt House at 102 East Dover St.,
will be “totally free” to the public.
He said 75 pairs of skates will be available for people to
use, and he expects the cost of the skates and the rink will be
covered by sponsorships, through which the event already
has brought in $25,000.
Benincasa said Discover Easton hasn’t decided yet on the
designs in which the ice sculptures will be carved, but one
See FESTIVAL
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A festival-goer rides a sled made of ice, carved by Ice Labs,
a Baltimore-based ice art company.

DENTON — The Maryland
State Police CRASH team is
actively investigating a fatal
crash that claimed the life of
a Caroline County woman.
The accident occurred shortly
after noon, Sunday, Dec. 1
on Route 404 near Breeding
Road.
The deceased has been identified as Sheila Beasley, 51, of
Denton. According to police,
Beasley was pronounced at
the scene by EMS personnel.
She was the front seat passenger in a 2008 Pontiac Vibe at
the time of the incident.
The driver of the 2008
See CRASH
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Single mother wishes for a Christmas miracle
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Arianna is a single mom who lives
in Centreville with her three children:
Kaylee, 12; Chase, 10; and Zara, 7.
For the past year, Arianna has not
had a stable job and her income fluctuates from week to week. One week
she might make $100, and $50 another
week. It all depends on the work she is
given.
Unfortunately, she does not receive
help from the children’s father, leaving
her and her kids finding ways to make
her paycheck last until the next one.
Arianna is able to get by with the help
of her family, especially her father.
Her father does not ask for anything
in return, taking a weight off of Arianna’s shoulders. However, recently he
became ill and has been in the hospital
for a couple of weeks.

She is having a difficult time dealing with the dual stress of not making
enough money to pay the bills, as well
as worrying about her father’s poor
health.
Sometimes she’s even afraid to look
at her children because she fears they
might find out they may not have a
Christmas this year. Every little bit will
help Arianna and her family to enjoy a
memorable holiday season.

Your donation to The Star Democrat’s
Brighter Christmas Fund could help
Arianna during the holiday season.
Tax-deductible donations, which also
help other families in need on the MidShore, may be sent to: The Brighter
Christmas Fund, c/o The Star Democrat, P.O. Box 600, Easton, MD 21601.
Donations also may be made online at
www.stardem.com/brighter_christmas_fund/donate/. Click the “Donate”
button. For more information, call 410200-1884 or email bcf@chespub.com.
The total to date is: $34,250.21
Those sharing the spirit of giving
with others this holiday include:
Susan and Mark Hill
Bay Country Security Inc. and employees
Anonymous — Hillsboro
John and Rita Horney
Robert and Catherine Geisler

Barbara and Lou Runz
John W. Andres
Bob and Eenie
Dana McGrath
Zachary and Florence Wilcoxon
Matthew and Denise Bach
Joanne & Jeff Beemiller
In memory of LuLu & PopPop
R A Bollman
John and Christine Murray
Barbara F. Oxnam
Bill and Marclyn S. Hendon
James Towers II
Carl and Susie Ewing
Carol T. Patterson
Robert and Carol Voyles
Charles and Karen Harrison
Dennis and Joan Carroll
Anonymous
Tom and Cathy Hill
Arthur and Elinor Cecil III
Lorna Shinn
Anne W. Worthington
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Pontiac Vibe was identified as Jessica Lynn
Beasley, 27, of Denton. The report from MSP
indicated Jessica Beasley was transported by
ambulance to an area hospital for treatment of
her injuries sustained in the crash. Police believe Jessica and Sheila are related.
The preliminary investigation by the Maryland State Police Crash Team indicates Jessica
Beasley was traveling east on Route 404 in the
Pontiac Vibe when for reasons unknown at
this time, she traveled into the westbound lane
into oncoming traffic and was struck by a 2002
Chevrolet Suburban.
The Suburban was driven by Roger Rivers,
47, of Riverdale, Md. Rivers had four passengers with him in the vehicle at the time of the
incident. All five occupants were transported
by ambulance to area hospitals for treatment
of their injuries sustained in the crash.
A 2015 Dodge Dart traveling behind the

Suburban was being driven by a 16-year-old
girl, who attempted to avoid the crash and
swerved into debris in the roadway, police
said. She also was transported from the scene
by ambulance.
The road was closed during the investigation
while traffic detours were set up by the Maryland Department of Transportation Coordinated Highways Action Response Team and State
Highway Administration.
Troopers from the Easton Barrack responded to the crash along with members of the
Maryland State Police CRASH team. Personnel from the Denton Volunteer Fire Department and deputies from the Caroline County
Sheriff’s Office also responded to the scene to
assist.
Upon completion of the crash investigation,
it will be presented to the Caroline County
State’s Attorney’s Office for review. Charges
are pending.
Police urge anyone who may have witnessed
the crash to contact Cpl. Gore at Easton Barrack at 410-819-4747. The investigation is continuing.

$100

HONDURAS
From
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fractures of the spine,
Kur tom said.
The team’s trip to Honduras comes more than
two years after its inaugural mission trip to Amman,
Jordan, where the group
per formed life-changing
surgeries on Syrian refugees — some of whom
were suf fering from injuries related to the conflict
in Syria — at the Istishari
Hospital.
Kur tom said that without his team, which is the
same team that operates
with him in Easton and
traveled with him to Jordan, “quite frankly, this
can’t be done.”
”As with our prior mission trip where we helped
Syrian refugees in Jordan,
our trip to Honduras will
be life altering to those we
help — and to our team it
will be spiritually rewarding,” Kur tom said.
Across the world in 2018,
approximately 50,000 neurosurgeons treated more
than 13.5 million essential
neurosurgical cases —
leaving roughly 5 million

cases untreated for lack of
surgeons, according to an
April 2019 repor t by the
Journal of Neurosurger y.
The Journal repor ted
that in India nearly 3,500
neurosurgeons were responsible for the countr y’s population of 1.2 billion, and in Latin America,
including Honduras, 4,216
neurosurgeons were available to treat more than 1.1
million cases.
The United States and
Canada, by comparison,
had the capacity to treat
nearly 2 million cases in
2018 with a neurosurgical
force of more than 5,000
surgeons, according to the
repor t.
Kur tom said he anticipates his team’s trip
to Honduras will cost
$40,000, of which he’s already raised $20,000. His
team is seeking to raise
the remaining amount
through
crowdsourcing to “help defray the
costs.”
“So far people have been
generous and we’ve received a lot of suppor t, but
we still have a gap to make
up,” he said. “Typically,
whatever amount is not
raised, I usually make up
for it myself.”

He said his team will
continue to travel to other
countries in the future,
looking to ser ve underser ved populations in a
world where the number
of neurosurgeons is far
fewer than the demand for
neurosurgical procedures.
“Nothing can describe
the sense of personal reward that I and my team
members gain by doing
these mission trips,” Kurtom said. “We hope our
mission will inspire all to
give of themselves for the
benefit of others.”
Kur tom and his team will
operate at the Holy Family
Surger y Center, which is
funded and operated by
One World Surger y, and
is on the proper ty of the
children’s home Nuestros
Pequeños
Hermanos
(NPH) in Honduras.
The 2,000-acre NPH
ranch is approximately
one hour nor theast of Tegucigalpa, the capital of
Honduras.
Those who wish to donate to Kur tom and his
team for their upcoming
mission trip can make a
non-tax deductible donation to Chesapeake Neurological Surger y, Inc., 4346
Southside Lane, Trappe.
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PHOTO CONTEST
SUBMIT YOUR PHOTOS NOW THROUGH JANUARY 3RD ON STARDEM.COM/CONTESTS
Photos from August 2019-December 2019 will be hand selected for potential use in the January/February
2020 issue of Chesapeake Bay Wedding. This bi-annual wedding magazine will be dropped in high traffic
locations around the entire Chesapeake Bay area.
Submit your wedding photos using the online form on StarDem.com/Contests to be automatically entered into a drawing to win a
$75.00 gift card (TBD). Chesapeake inspired wedding photos bringing elements of the bay especially welcomed!
*All photos must have permission from photographer to submit.

Please contact Brandon Silverstein for advertising information.
410-200-6469 | bsilverstein@chespub.com

